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1731 October 9, 1903 

the city. One from malaria, 1 pernicious fever (age 6 months), 1 
paludism, 1 erysipelas (16 days age), 1 infantile tetanus. 

During the week ended September 19 there were 13 deaths in the 
city. 

Two bills of health were issued to vessels going to ports in the 
United States during the week ended September 19. Both in good 
sanitary condition and no sickness on either. 

No quarantinable disease has arrived at this port during this week. 

Sanitary conditions at Santiago, Cienfuegos, and Caiharien. 

The following consular report is received from Minister Squiers, 
under date of September 16, 1903: 

SANITARY CONDITIONS. 

The city of Cienfuegos is situated at the head of the bay and is built 
for the most part upon lowlands. The suburbs, or that part of the 
city farthest from the bay, are built on more elevated ground. Along 
the shore of the bay very insanitary conditions are found, the yards 
of most houses being filled to a great extent with accumulated filth and 
the streets that terminate on the shore line being in the same condition. 
Many of the surface drains that connect with the bay have a rise and 
fall of tide for a distance of about 200 feet, and garbage washed bj^ 
the rains from the surface of the streets accumulates and lies exposed 
to the action of the sun from day to day, producing offensive odors, 
due to putrefaction. Material actually carried into the bay never gets 
verj' far from the shore, and therefore can not be influenced by the 
ebb of the tide, hence much of this waste matter is redeposited along 
the shores of the harbor. 

The rise and fall of the tides along the entire Cuban coast, I am told, 
does not exceed 18 inches. Where the yards of the inhabitants extend 
along the shore of the bay the people, in most cases, rid themselves 
of the garbage and other material by throwing it a few feet out 
into the water, whence it is blown back again to the shore to become 
a nuisance to themselves and their neighbors. The same conditions 
prevail at the slaughterhouse, a very primitive and poorly constructed 
building built on the water's edge on the north side of this city, within 
two blocks of the public hospital. The blood and other residue of the 
slaughtered animals are washed into the adjacent waters, which, owing 
to the scanty fresh-water supply in that establishment, are frequently 
used to clean the meat that is supplied to the inhabitants. 

That part of the city lying adjacent to the railroad yards is very low, 
and the tide waters are within 1 foot of the surface of the ground — 
that is, excavations made to a depth of 1 foot encounter water. In 
the gutters of the streets in this section of the city stagnant water is 
frequently allowed to remain until it is covered with a green scum, 
and the odors arising therefrom are in the highest degree injurious to 
the health of the residents of that portion of the city. 

No cesspools in this section of the city are water-tight, and there, 
as well as in most other parts of the city, cesspools are allowed to 
remain in the worst sanitary condition. The water-closet is a rare 
exception and only to be found in the houses of well-to-do people. This 
is partly due to the scanty water supply. Undrained sink holes are to 
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be found in various parts of the city, and are so many places favorable 
to the breeding of mosquitoes, which are very numerous here during the 
dry as well as the rainy season. The worst of these mosquito-breeding 
places is a large drain made in 1899 and which drains a large territory 
lying to the eastward of the city. This drain is never dry, and as no 
crude petroleum is poured into it, it is the principal source of great 
numbers of mosquitoes in that section. Furthermore, as the city 
water supply is very limited many people are in the habit of keeping 
barrels and other vessels filled with water which they collect during 
the early hours of the morning, when the water is allowed to flow. A 
city ordinance, passed by the common council, requiring all such deposits 
of water to be covered with wire netting is generally disregarded. 
The water kept in these deposits is undoubtedly conducive to malaria. 

The mortality in this city during the month of June, 1903, was 75. 
Of this there were 26 deaths from infectious and contagious diseases, 
namely: Diphtheria 1, malarial fevers 9, tuberculosis 15, and entero- 
colitis 1. The mortality during the month of July was 60. Of this 
there were 17 deaths from infectious and contagious diseases, namely: 
Malarial fevers 9, tuberculosis 7, and entero-colitis 1. 

I quote below the report of P. B. Anderson, consular agent at Cai- 
barien, on the sanitary conditions existing in the territory embraced 
in his agency: 

Caibarien, August IS, 1903. 
United States Consul, Cienfuegos. 

Sir: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 13th instant, 
calling for my report of the sanitary conditions of this part of the consular district. 

The sanitary condition is safely pronounced good. This is true of Yaguajay, 
Placetas, Camajuani, Remedios, Caibarien, and smaller villages, with all of which I 
am in personal contact. Caibarien (considered the most unhealthful of the places 
named) will form as a guide in making an estimate of death rate. The population 
is 7,300 in round numbers, and the deaths during the month of June were 12, of 
which 2 were of infants and 1 accidental. For the month of July there were 16 
deaths, of which 3 were of infants and 4 above the age of 60 years. Causes of death 
in most cases were gastro-enteritis and tuberculosis. 

The sanitary regulations governing the port are enforced strictly. As proof of 
same, on May 22 a Russian bark named Paramatta arrived here from Africa after 
fifty -two days' trip and was sent to Habana for observation and fumigation. Another 
bark named Endymion arrived here, also from Africa, August 4 after seventy-two 
days' trip. This vessel is now in Habana for same treatment as former. 

OscAK S. Casanova, 
United States Vice and Deputy Consul. 

Health of Habana, month of July, 1903 — Sanitary conditions in Cuba. 

The following is received from Minister Squiers at Habana, under 
date of September 23, 1903: 

The total mortality during the month in the district of Habana has 
been 458, 40 more than in the preceding thirty -one days, but a decrease 
of 126 deaths compared to the same period last year, and the lowest 
figure on record for the month of July since 1870. Meningitis and 
tuberculosis have been the principal diseases with fatal results, while 
typhoid has caused but 9 deaths, compared to 22 in the same month in 
1902. 

The whole island continues to be free from j^ellow fever and small- 
pox, a state of things almost unprecedented here during the summer 



